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Course Number and 
Name 

HISE 101                  History of Sri Lanka up to A.D. 1500 
 

                                

 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

At the end of the course, the students will be able to explain the 

political, economic and socio-cultural developments of Sri Lanka from 

the earliest times up to the sixteenth century A.D. the geographic and 

geopolitical factors which influenced the history of the Island and assess 

the main trends in the history of pre-modern Sri Lanka in a broader 

Asian historical context. 

 

Course Contents  
 
 

 

 

 

Sources for the study of Sri Lankan history; geo-climatic factors and 

natural resources; pre and proto history; early settlements and 

demographic expansion; development of kingship and state; water 

management system and irrigation technology; agriculture and land 

tenure; trade and commerce; Buddhism and Buddhist culture; multi-

religious and multi cultural developments; social organization; caste 

system and ethnic groups; art and architecture; decline and collapse of 

the hydraulic civilization; rise of the south-west kingdoms; rise of the 

Jaffna kingdom and its impact on southern parts of Sri Lanka; arrival of 

the Portuguese. 

Assessment Strategy 
 

i. Time of Assessment  - End of the Year 
ii. Assessment Method  - Written examination    

Assigned percentage of marks for each component - 100% 

Recommended 
References  

Codrington, H.W. (1938), Ancient Land Tenure and Revenue in Ceylon, 

Colombo: Government   Press. 

Deraniyagala, S.U. (1992) The Prehistory of Sri Lanka an Ecological 

Perspective, Colombo: Archaeological Survey Department. 

 Gunawardana, R.A.L.H. (1979), Robe and Plough, (Monasticism and 

Economic Interest in Early Mediaeval Sri Lanka,) Tucson: 

University of Arizona Press. 

Hettiarachchi, S.B. (1988), Social and Cultural History of Ancient Sri 

Lanka, Delhi: Sri      Sathguru Publication.  

Ray H.C. and Paranavithana S. (eds.) (1959), University of Ceylon: 

History of Ceylon, Vol. I, Pts. I & 2, Colombo: Ceylon University 

Press. 

Siriweera. W.I. (2002), History of Sri Lanka, Colombo: Dayawansa 

Jayakody & Company. 

t,a,dj, fyau ^1966&mqrd;k ,xldfõ iudc b;sydih fld<U( 
ixialD;sl lghq;= fomd¾;fïka;=j 

ërdkkao ysñ y`.=rkafl; ^2004& rdc;ajh rdcHh yd wd.u 
jrldfmd<( wdßh m%ldYlfhda 



CDCE, University of Peradeniya 2015 

Syllabus - Bachelor of Arts General [External] Degree  © CDCE, University of Peradeniya  

 

 
 
uqKisxy bkaødKs ^1998& merKs ,laosj ldka;dj fld<U( l;D 
m%ldYkhls  
,shk.uf.a wurodi iy rKùr .=Kj¾Ok ^1965& wkqrdOmqr hq.h 

le,Ksh( úoHd,xldr úYajúoHd,fha uqøKd,h 
,shk.uf.a wurodi ^2002& uOHld,Sk ,xld b;sydih fld<U( 

wOHdmk m%ldYk fomd¾;fïka;=j 
rdyq, ysñ j,afmd, ^1970& ,laosj nqoqiufha b;sydih fld<U( 

weïã .=Kfiak iy iud.u 
frdayKoSr uekaosia ^1974&Y%S ,xldfõ ix> ixúOdkh kqf.af.dv( 

oSmdKS m%ldYlfhda  
isßùr bkaølS¾;s ^1993& YS% ,xldfjs lDIs b;sydih fld<U( weia 

f.dvf.a iy ifydaorfhda 
isßùr bkaølS¾;s ^2002& rcrg YsIagdpdrh yd ksß;È. rdcOdks 
fld<U( ohdjxY chfldä iy iud.u 


