
 

Department Classical Languages 

Course Code SUPE 311 

Course Title Sanskrit Literature in Translation 

No. of Credits 03 

Pre-requisites 

Students who offer Sanskrit as a core subject cannot offer this 

course. The course is open only to students with no exposure to 

reading Sanskrit texts in the original. 

Core/ Supplementary Supplementary 

Aim(s): To introduce students to different genres of Sanskrit literature through a study of 

selected translations of Sanskrit works. 

Intended Learning Outcomes: 

On successful completion of the course, the students should be able to: 

 List major genres, works,and their respective authors. 

 Describe the typical characteristics of texts in different genres of Sanskrit literature. 

 Appraise literary merits of Sanskrit poetry in prose and verse.  

 Assess the socio-cultural background of literary and technical texts in Sanskrit. 

 Comment on the extent, strengths,and issues involved in Sanskrit literature. 

Time Allocation (Hours):         Lectures: 45 Notional Hours: 150 

Course content/Course description: 

Brief survey of Sanskrit literature; selected sections from the Ṛgveda, Upanishads, Epics, 

classical poetry in prose and verse: lyrics, dramas, Yoga texts, Arthaśastra, and Kāmasūtra; 

salient literary features of texts from selected genres; appreciation of literary merits of the 

selected poetical texts; social, cultural, political, and economic background as depicted in the 

prescribed texts.  

Recommended Texts (if any): 

 Wmkkao ysñ' wU,shoafoa" R.afõo.S;d[ac,Ss'(2017)' fld<U' iuhj¾Ok fmd;a iud.u' 
 lduiQ;% jd;aiHdhk' (1955)' ta oikdhl mrsj¾;kh' kqf.af.dv' fudvka fmd;a iud.u'  
 lS;a" ta' fnßfâ,a' (1965)' ixialD; idys;H b;sydih ^Ô' tia' î' fiakdkdhl mßj¾;kh&' 

fld<U(  
 lel=,dj," iquk,d,a' (1961)' lfGdamksIoh mßj¾;kh' fld<U' .=Kfiak fmd;a iud.u'  
 .ï,;a iqpß;" (1962)il=ka;,d kdgH fiajkh' fï>¥;h: uydlú ld,sodi' (1999)' kdrdú, 

meg%sla ^isxy, mßj¾;kh& 
 md;xc, o¾Ykh fhda.pkaøsld' (1971)' lr.ïmsáfha ðkr;k ysñ' kqf.af.dv' m%ldYl - 

úchisß l=udrodi'   
 r>qjxY' (1958)' flrñKsfha ðkdkkao mßj¾;kh 1-2 i¾.' fld<U' .=Kfiak fmd;a iud.u' 
 iajmakjdijo;a;d' (1956)' ^mshodi ksYaYxl mßj¾;kh& uyr.u' iuka uqøKd,h'  
 il=ka;,d ld,sodi' (1962)' ^mshodi ksYaYxl mßj¾;kh& uyr.u' iuka uqøKd,h' 
 idú;%s WmdLHdkh' (1999)' ^udÿreTh Oïñiair ysñ mßj¾;kh& 
 fifkúr;ak" frdayK mqIaml=udr'  ziïNdjH ixialD; idys;H ;=< .oH ldjHfha N+ñldjZ 

iïNdId jd¾Isl i`.rdj'  
 fifkúr;ak" frdayK mqIaml=udr' (2005)' mYapd;a ld,sodi iufha ixialD; uydldjH 

idys;Hh' fld<U' f.dvf.a fmd;a iud.u'  
 iq.;{dk ysñ" ,dyq.,' (2014)' ukqiem j¾Ks; Ndr;Sh lduYdia;%h - jd;aiHdhk uqksm%KS; 

lduiQ;%h weiqfrka' fld<U' iuhj¾Ok fmd;a iud.u'  
 Daśakumāracarita. (1900.) M.R. Kale's translation. Bombay: Sharadaknidan Press. 

 Macdonell, Arthur A. (1976). A Vedic Reader for Students. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

(R.afõo.S;dj,S' kdrdú, meg%sla mßj¾;kh" (1997') fld<U' f.dvf.a fmd;a iud.u)  

 Rāmayana Sundarakāṇḍa. (1957). Hari Prasad Shastri,London:  Shanti Sadan.  

 The Kautilya Arthaśāstra. (1963). R.P. Kangle. (tr) Bombay: University of Bombay. 
 The Twelve Principal Upanishads. (1978- Vol.II : Brhadaranyaka-Upanisad E. Roer (tr.). New 

Delhi: NAG Publishers.  

Assessment Percentage Mark 

End-Course Examination 100% 

 

http://libuop.lib.pdn.ac.lk/cgi-bin/koha/opac-search.pl?q=au:%22Shastri,%20Hari%20Prasad%22

