
CDCE, University of Peradeniya 2015 

Syllabus - Bachelor of Arts General [External] Degree  © CDCE, University of Peradeniya  

Course Number and 
Name 

TLGE 302        History of Tamil Language and Grammatical Tradition 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

At the end of this course the students will be able to identify                 

pre-history of Tamil Language and the Dravidian Language family, 

comment on the historical development of Tamil Language from 

Classical to Modern period, evaluate the Grammatical changes in Tamil 

Language periodically and describe the process and the problems of 

Modernization of  Tamil. 

Course Contents  Introduction to the concepts in historical linguistics; sources for the 

history of the Tamil language; Tamil as a Dravidian language; concept 

of the language family and studies on the Dravidian language family 

before and after Robert Caledwel; Proto – Dravidian and Tamil 

historical period; old, medieval and modern Tamil; sound changes; 

phonetic and phonological changes and changes in phonemic 

distribution; grammatical changes, changes in morphology and syntax; 

semantic changes; changes in vocabulary and meaning; evolution of the 

writing systems; language contact and linguistic borrowing; problems of 

modernization. 

 

Assessment Strategy 
 

i. Time of Assessment    - End of the Year 

ii. Assessment Method   - Written examination  

Assigned Percentage for each Component- 100% 

Recommended 
References  

mfj;jpaypq;fk;> r. (1976) cyf nkhopfs; - Ie;jhk; njhFjp – 
jpuhtpl nkhopfs; - 1> midj;jpe;jpaj; jkpo; nkhopapay; fofk;> 
mz;zhkiy efu;. 
mfj;jpaypq;fk;> r. (1978) cyfnkhopfs; - Ie;jhk; njhFjp – 
jpuhtpl nkhopfs; - 2> midj;jpq;jpaj; jkpo; nkhopapay; fofk;> 
mz;zhiy efu;.  
mfj;jpaypq;fk;> r. (1983) rq;fj; jkpo; 1> 2> midj;jpe;jpaj; 
jkpo; nkhopapay; fofk;> mz;zhkiy efu;.  
rf;jpNty;> R. (1991) jkpo; nkhop tuyhW> kzpthrfu; gjpg;gfk;> 
nrd;id.  
rhKNty;> [hd;. [p. (1975) jpuhtpl nkhopfspd; xg;gha;T – Xu; 
mwpKfk;> 
kzp gjpg;gfk;> nrd;id.  
E/khd;> vk;. V. (1993) njhlu;ghly;> nkhop> etPdj;Jtk;> ,e;J 
rka fyhrhu mYty;fs; jpizf;fsk;> nfhOk;G.  
kPdhl;rp Re;jud;> nj. ngh. (1977) jkpo;nkhop tuyhW> ru;Nthja 
,yf;fpag; gz;iz> kJiu.  
tujuhrd;> K. (1969) nkhop tuyhW> ghup epiyak;> nrd;id. 
NtYg;gps;is> M. (1979) jkpo; tuyhw;wpyf;fzk;> ghup Gj;jfg; 
gz;iz> nrd;id.  
Zvalabil, Kamil, V. (1990) Dravidian Linguistics: An Introduction, 

Pondicherry Institute of Linguistics and Culture, Pondicherry. 



CDCE, University of Peradeniya 2015 

Syllabus - Bachelor of Arts General [External] Degree  © CDCE, University of Peradeniya  
 


