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Course Unit and Credit values

All the course units offered are three (03) credit course units. One credit is equivalent to 15

lecture hours or 50 notional learning hours.
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Program Structure and Credit requirements of the General Degree Program

The General Degree Program consists of three (03) Levels as: 100,200 and 300. Each
Level carries thirty (30) credits adding up to a total of ninety (90) credits for the Degree

program. A student is required to earnninety (90) credits in order to complete the Degree

program. This consists of nine (09) credits from Foundation course units (FNDE), fifty four

(54) credits fromthreeCore subject related course units and twenty seven (27) credits from

Supplementary course units (SUPE).



The Core course units are formulated to develop knowledge and skills inspecific
disciplines.Foundation course units provide thebasic knowledge and skills required to learn
the Core course units prescribed for the Degree programme while theSupplementary course
unitsare meant to ensure that the students acquire a sufficient breadth of knowledge and
skills, which are recognized as important attributes of graduates.
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Level Based Requirements of course units and credits for the Degree Program

100 Level: A total of 30 credits: 09 credits from Foundation course units; 18 credits
from three Core subject related course units(i.e.,06 credits from each Core subject
related course units);and 03 credits from Supplementary course units.

200 Level: A total of 30 credits: 18 credits from the three Coresubject related course
units(i.e.,06 credits from each Core subject related course units) and 12 credits from
Supplementary course units.

300 Level: A total of 30 credits: 18 credits from the three Coresubject related course
units (i.e.,06 credits from each Core subject related course units) and 12 from
Supplementary course units.

The Level based requirements are summarized in Table 1.



Table 1. Level
Based Requirements for the BA General (External) Degree Program

Level Minimum Requirement of Credits & Course Minimum Maximum
Units number  of | number of
Core Course Supplementary | Foundation Total Totalcredits&
Units Course Units Course Units | credits & Course
CourseUnits | Units**
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200 18 06 12 04 00 00 30 10 48%1 | 16*!
300 18 06 12 04 00 00 30 10 42%2 | 14%2
Total 54 18 27 09 09 03 90 |30
* Students can offer 06 credits (02 course units) extra from 200 or 300 Levels when they are
available.
*1 Inclusive of retake course units of 100 Level and any course units from 200 and 300
Levelswhen they are available.
*2 Inclusive of retake course units of 100 and 200 Levels and any course units from 300
Levelwhen they are available.
ok Exclusive of non-credit course units. Students can follow any number of non-credit course
units at any Level when they are available.Results of non-credit course units are not
counted for the Degree.
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4. Foundation Course units
The three Foundation course units are offered only at 100 Level. They are compulsory and
account for 9 credits. They contribute to the credit requirement of the 100Level. A student
must secure a minimum of a ‘C-" grade each for all three Foundation course units in order
to qualify for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts (External). A student may complete this
requirement at a maximum of three (03) attempts at any stage of the Degree program.
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5.  Supplementary Course Units
Supplementary course units are offered at all three (03) Levels (100 through 300).There are
three baskets of Supplementary course units for the three Levels - 100, 200, and 300.
Students should select one (01) course unit from 100 Level basket; four (04) course units
from 200 Level basket; and four (04) course units from 300 Level basket.
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6. Core Subject related Course Units

The Core subject related course units are offered at all three (03) Levels (100 through 300). In
order to complete the Degree program, a student must obtain a total of 18 credits from three
Core subjects at each Level, i.e., six (06) credits from a single Core subject at each Level. A
student should select the same Core subjects at all three Levels. Further, a student should
select one Core subject from each basket. Several Core subjects are in more than one basket.
Hence, a student should select three different Core subjects, one each from the following
three baskets.

Basket I Basket I1 Basket I11
Arabic Buddhist Culture French

English Buddhist Philosophy History

Hindu Culture Economics Political Science
Islamic Culture Geography Sanskrit
Philosophy Greek and RomanStudies | Sociology
Sinhala Pali Economics
Tamil History Geography
Political Science Sociology Tamil
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7. Codes of Course Units

7.

The course units are coded as follows:

100 level course units 101-199

200 level course units 201-299

300 level course units 301-399

Foundation Course units FNDE

Supplementary Course Units SUPE

Core Subject related Course Units Please refer to the detailed

syllabi for different codes of
Core subjects.
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Maximum and Minimum Requirement of Credits& Course Units per Level

The minimum credit requirement for each Level is 30 from 10 course units.Themaximum
number of credits and course units that could be completed in a given Level is as indicated
inthe Table 1given above. Prerequisites, if any, will apply in order to be eligible to register
for course units at higher Levels.
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Adding and Dropping of Course Units

Course unitsmay be added or dropped withinthree (03) months from the date of enrolment
for the Levels in the program.
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Change of Core Subject related Course Units

The students are expected to continue with the three Core subjects they select at 100 Level
throughout the programme. However, the provision is available for students to change
oneCore subject at 200 Level. This provision is available once only. In such event, the
two 100 Level course units of the changed Core subject must be taken at 200 Level.The
attempts of the changed Core subject related course units are considered as proper attempts.
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Attendance

Although the External Degree courses are offered mainlythrough distance mode of delivery,
the Center may organize from time to time compulsory seminars, day classes and other
interactive sessions for students.Their participationin these is mandatory unless acceptable
reasons for the absence are given to the Board of Study in Arts. Those students who do not
fulfill this requirement will not be eligible to sit for the final Level based examinations.
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12.

Deferment

Requests for Deferment from the Degree Program on medical grounds, non-medical
grounds,or both may be forwarded to the Assistant Registrar of the CDCE by a student or
his/her parents/guardians before the first 100 Level examinations of his/her batch with
documentary evidence. The Board of Study in Arts considers requests from the students for
Deferment on case by case basis. The Deferment can be granted for a maximum of two
attempts, one attempt at a time.The period of Deferment granted will not be exempted from
the maximum duration allowed forcompletion of the Degree program as specified initem
No.15 of this document.

If the request for Deferment is not granted by the Board of Study in Arts, the Assistant
Registrar should inform the studentof such decisionimmediately.

Registered students who neither request for Defermentbefore the first 100 Level
examinations of their batchnor register for the first 100 Level examinations of their
batchwill be considered to have abandoned the Degree program. The cancellation of the
registration will be communicated to the student by the Assistant Registrar without adelay.
In such cases, whatever fees paid by the student will not be refunded.
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Leave of Absence

Requests for Leave of Absence from the Degree Program on medical grounds, non-medical
grounds, or both must be forwarded to the Assistant Registrar of the CDCE with
documentary evidenceafter theregistration for 200 or 300 Levels. Leave of Absence has to
be obtained when a student is unable to attend compulsory seminars, day classes,
examinations etc. organized by the Center from time to time. The Board of Study in Arts
considers requests for Leave of Absence on case by case basis. Leave of Absence can be
granted for a maximum of two attempts with one attempt at a time.The period of Leave of
Absence on medical grounds is exempted from consideration of the maximum period given
to complete the Degree program as stipulated in item No. 15 of this document. The decision
relating to leave given on non-medical grounds should clearly state whether the student is
entitled to a class i.e. whether the period granted is exempted or not from the maximum
time period given to complete the Degree program as indicated in item No. 15 of this
document. Assistant Registrar of the Center should inform the student of the decision
immediately.
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Credit Transfer

Credit transfers from recognized universities that have an equivalent Degree programme are
allowed up to one third of the total requirement for awarding the Degree. Such transfers of
credits shall be subject to the recommendation of theBoard of Study in Arts and approval of
the Faculty Board of Arts. Students must produce original transcripts from such universities
to be considered for credit transfers.

Internal Degree students of recognized universities requesting to register as external
students should go through the normal admission procedure of the external Degree
program. Moreover, they should produce evidence of cancellation of the internal Degree
program before registering for the external Degree program. The above conditions of credit
transfer are applicable to these students as well.

& waiy wrppeoser Credit Transfer

FOITA  BHMEBOBM VG (peomemy  BemansOsrani.  Goum SmISH baiul L
UOBMVEBNHHHNHHH & WHUY LIHDEOSMmETL  QUDIUSDHSTET  FhSHTLILIEIGHENT
2 6wi(h.

®@55@& WA  TOMEOEET Henev ULLLUIQLL LeImD  WmmId  Seneoll LT SHleot
IBIBHTISHHenI  GuUDiFHed  Beusmi(hLd. &@& WLHIY LIHPELSMmeTL  GCUDIIBHDE

-14



15.

15.

UeOBMEVEBIPHEIGNTHHH  Gupm  elugworer QumICGuDm  siflsensullsr  epevll
drgdulenes FwglilasiiuLed Geusmi(hLd.

Qeuefleurf] LOIT 630161 & 6YIT & udeyQFuiwl ell(HLOYLD, SIBISHIS S ILLL
LIS M 6VHBIPHEIGB6NM6T 2 eTeumflul Liugliy wresieuser Geuefleumfl Ul L Oumglnimamest
aupssomer  udemeu  GumlsmeTen  FhSHTUULD  UPEIGUIUL(BETENH.  DSHHIL 60T
siwreweuyset  Qeuedleumfl ulLlugliipster  udemen  BMOBTETEHLD (Pt  FHLD
2 eteumfl ulLluglenu BrsHHI0FUIHIOSTETEN0 &L LTWTRISTGW. Cumaaplul L H@
WFHUY LOTHMEOEET FLOUBSLOMET BLUHSHMIH6T SIDLOTETOUTHEHHGW QUIT([HHSHILD.

C03 @I ©dYen SO

D@ B8 0080w ©8mD el 08D @ Bu HSe. 9538 ©idbdns B8mHd
2@ 5O ey @O0 MesIe © ©ef DEded®s Bug DI wO D6 GRB. Jews
eedes ol e B8um B ¥y @ ®EI VBB OWORNY IO O BB
ONPLE YBBD) LD GLIBIB BDE HU.

B8 00006 @0@RD ¢de 8@ J8 8t §E uBH®E ¢ GES O yusm 102
@¢y) GER. Yo e®® gusm BOBHO b e, e®® BHBOIHO SO i DB
0@ T ey aSebn Sun V@I T BPITVeGS O, v DQed8 & &
®©000®8 B ©ENI RIERVD YWD eBID B Hed.

®00® ces8® gwtsy e300
100 10
200 09
300 08

O30 @0 Rent) e eWcs O ©Pedd Bus »eIB® wgwr BIBIHoens’
B0 97 CRD DI 100 o5y OO Bvs DeBNE®O gusd Bevusied Bvwwodn
2N @d.

»® Bonwids ©86 O SO0 OB® 8w 83:® FEPmHEO ® esd »E® Bsn Enkoescd
8GO0 OB GR®B. Bwintedn e BEO0 ©idndS ¢wmin) CreR.

Completion of the Degree Programme

The Degree may be awarded either with an Ordinary Pass or with a Class. To obtain a
Class, a student must complete all examinations at the first sitting in all three Levels: 100,
200, 300.However, for medical or other acceptable reasons, maximum of two proper
attempts with one at a time, could be granted by the Board of Study in Arts.

A maximum of ten (10) attemptsinclusive of the first attemptis allowed to complete the
Degree programme without a Class as shown below. But these attempts must be
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15.

consecutive ones, and are applicable only to Core subject related course units and
Supplementary course units.

Level Maximum No. of Attempts
100 10
200 09
300 08

The candidature will be cancelled after 10 consecutive examinations held by the CDCE for
a particular batch.

In order to retain the candidature, the student has to renew his/her registration before each
attempt, and a fee will be charged for such renewal of registration.
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Extensions for the completion of the Degree program with a Class

Extensions on medical grounds

Extensions beyond proper attempts in three Levels maybe granted onmedical grounds.
When a student is unable to sit for examinations for reason of health, he/she could
requestan extension on medical grounds. A medical certificate obtained from a registered
medical officer should be forwarded to the CDCE within one (01) month of the date of the
examination. It should be approved by the University Chief Medical Officer/ University
Medical Board. When extensions are granted on acceptable medical grounds,a student
iseligible for a Class. Extensions on medical grounds could be granted for a maximum of
two (02) attempts together or separately.

Extensions on non-medical grounds

Extensions beyond proper attempts in three Levels on non-medical grounds may be granted
for a maximum of two (02) attemptswith only one (01) attempt at a time.Requests for
theseextensions will be considered on an individual basis by the Board of Study in Arts.
When such extensions are granted by the Board of Study in Arts, the eligibility for a Class
shall be clearly stated in the decision.
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The above decisions shall be communicated to the students in writing by the Assistant
Registrar of the CDCE.
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Financial Assistance

A student who takes more than 3 years to complete the Degree will not be eligible for
financial aidprovided by the University.
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Make-up Examinations and Incomplete Results

A student who could not sit for the Level examinations for medical or other reasons
acceptable to the Board of Study in Arts will be eligible for a make-up examination which
will be held within three months from the date of original examination. But for this
he/sheshouldinformthe Assistant Registrar of the CDCEin writing within one month from
the date of the relevant examination along with documentary evidence giving reasonsfor
absence at the examination. Students who areunable to sitthe examination and alsoinform
the Assistant Registrar of the CDCEabout it givingreasons for their absence from the
examination within one month as well as thosewhose medical or other reasons are not
acceptable to the Board of Study in Arts will be given an ‘Incomplete’ (‘I’) resultwhich is
not a grade. Thosewho do not turn up for make-up examinations willalso be given an
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‘Incomplete’ (‘I’) result. Students who hold ‘Incomplete’ (‘I’) result should retake that
course unit examination.

The Board of Study in Arts reserves the right to accept or reject such requests for a make-
up examination. If the request is acceptable to the Board of Study in Arts, the next attempt
of that examination is considered as a proper attempt. A fee will be charged fora make-up
examination.

There will be no repeat examinations. Students who fail a course unit or hold an
‘Incomplete’ (‘I’) result, or want to upgrade the existing Grade canretake the course unit at
the next available opportunityand the highest Gradeobtained forsuch course unit will
beregarded as the final Grade obtained for that course unit. Only two retake attempts are
allowed for any course unit, and the maximum Grade obtainable fora retakecourse unit is
C+. After applying if astudent does not turn up for aretake examination, the highest Grade
previously obtained for that course unit will betaken as the final Grade for that course unit.
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Evaluation of student performance

Assessment: The student assessment for each course unit will be conducted according to
the guidelines set out in the course unit outline.

Reporting of Assessment grades: The results of assessments will be recorded with Grade
Points ranging from 0.00-4.00 and corresponding letter Gradesranging from ‘E’ to ‘A’ as
shown in the table given below. In this scheme, D+ and D are considered weak passes.
Minimumof a ‘C-> Grade for all three Foundation course units is necessary to qualify for
the Degree of Bachelor of Arts (External).

The Course Unit Grade Guide

A =4.00 B =300 |C=2.00 |D=1.00
A-=3.70 B-=270 |C-=1.70 |E=0.00
B+=330 |C+=230 |D+=1.30
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Standardization of Grades
All course unit Grades will be standardized by the Board of Examiners Meeting.
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Where, gi = grade point of the i course unit
¢i = number of units of the i course unit

Calculation of GPA

The GPA for each student is calculated using the formula GPA=) cigi/> ci
Where, gi = grade point of the i course unit

¢i = number of units of the i course unit

GPA senilgz60

GPA opeigi GPA=)cigi/Y ci 61D FLOGTUTL IS (LP6VLD SHemTdbBLILIHLD.
¢i = number of units of the i course unit
gi = grade point of the i course unit
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Provisional Results

Provisional results will be displayed on the official web site of the Center before they are
finalized. All complaints from students regarding Grades must be inquired into and dealt
with by the Scrutiny Board/s before finalizing the Grades.
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Examination Rules
The University regulations on violations of examination rules shall be applicable to all
componentsof assessments and examinations.
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Provision of Detailed Result Sheet to Students

All students will be provided with an up to date detailed result sheet for every Level by the
CDCE signed by the DR/SAR/AR on request. The detailed result sheet will include the
course code, title of the course, Grade and the Grade Point. It will also have a legend that
explains the Grades, GPA, the medium of instruction for each course unit, final GPA and
other necessary details.

At the end of the Degree program, a full transcript will be provided with the above
details,marks for each course unit, the final GPA and Class (if any). However, the transcript
is treated asa confidential document and it will not be issued to the candidate but to the
universities, institutes, or any othersuch offices on official request. A fee will be charged
for issuingthe detailed result sheet and thetranscript.
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First Class >3.70

Second Class (Upper) 3.30-3.69

Second Class (lower) 3.00-3.29

Pass 2.00 -2.99
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Award of Classes on Completion of the Degree Program

A student who has fulfilled all the requirements shall be awarded a Class if the candidate
fulfills the following levels of CFGPA subject to other regulations. In order to be eligible
for a Class, a student must complete the programme through proper attempts without breaks
in all three Levels: 100, 200, 300 from the date of enrolment in the Degree programme.
This includes even those to whomextensions with the eligibility for a class have been
granted by the Board of Study in Artsas such extensions will not be treated as breaks.

Class CFGPA
First Class >3.70
Second Class (Upper) 3.30-3.69
Second Class (lower) 3.00-3.29
Pass 2.00- 299
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Class CFGPA
First Class >3.70
Second Class (Upper) 3.30-3.69
Second Class (lower) 3.00-3.29
Pass 2.00 -2.99




