
A  Justification for introducing / Replacing the Course : Expansion of the course 

B  Name of the Course                             :  Early - Buddhist Philosophy 

C  Course Code        :  BPHE 102 

D  Number of Credits       :  03   

E  Degree Programme                                :  Bachelor of Arts General (External)  

Degree 

F  Core/Optional Course                            : Core 

G  Prerequisites         : None 

H  Aim of the Course 

The aim of this course is to introduce basic tenets of early Buddhist Philosophy using the 

Buddhist Canonical sources as the basis for the reconstruction of early Buddhism. 

 

 I Intended Learning Outcomes 

At the end of the course students will be able to describe the way in which early Buddhism 

can be characterized as a philosophy with reference to early Buddhist critique of 

metaphysics, the early Buddhist theory of knowledge and truth, the three characteristics 

of existence, the concept of a person, the mind-body relationship, the nature of the external 

world problems about monism, dualism and idealism, the principle of Dependent Arising, 

Determinism and free will, Philosophical problems relating to the notions of kamma and 

rebirth, the concept of liberation (Nibbāna). 

J  Number of  Hours   : Lectures - 45 

K  

 Course Content 

The early Buddhist critique of metaphysics; early Buddhist theory of 

knowledge and truth;  the three characteristics of existence; concept of the 

person and the mind-body relationship; external world problems about 

monism, dualism and idealism; principle of Dependent Arising, Determinism 

and free will; Philosophical problems relating to the notions of Kamma and 

rebirth; Concept of liberation (Nibbana); textual literature: study of the Vedic 

and Non-Vedic texts, special knowledge about Buddhist canonical texts, a 

comparative study and analysis of the critical records and post canonical texts.. 

L  Assessment Scheme 
i. Time of Assessment     -  End of the year 

ii. Assessment Methods      - Written examination 

iii. Assigned Percentage of Marks for each Component – 100% 
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