UNIVERSITY OF PERADENIYA - EXTERNAL EXAMINATIONS

GENERAL DEGRED 12 EXAMINATION IN ARTS
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The Examination in Hindu Culture offered as a subject for

General Degree Examination in Arts shall consist of three papers of

three hours each, as follows:

HINDU CULTURE I (HCG 1) ¢ .History of Hinduism in India and
Sri Lanka.

HINDU CULTURE II (HCG 2) Hindu Relizious and Philosophic

Thought.

HINDU CULTURE III (HCG 3) : History of Hindu Art and Architecture.

HINDU CULTURE I (HCG 1) History of Hinduism in India and Sri Lankas
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This peper involves a study of the development of Hindu religious
and cultural traditionsfrom the earliest beginnings up to modern times.
Special attention should be paid to the historical setting and the gocial
and econcnic determinsnts of such developments, The emphasis shall be

on the following themes.

1« The religious beliefs of the Harappans.
2. The beliefs, practices and mythology of Vedic religion.

3e¢ The tronsformation of the Vedic religion and the development of
theistic Religions in Northern end Peninsular India: Saivism,

Vaishnavism, Sauram and thec cult of skanda.
1

L, Devotional theism and the religious ideology of the Puranas

ond Bhagavad Gita.

5, Interactions between Hinduism and the religious traditions of

Buddhisn and Jainism.
6. The Bhalkti movements of the Palleva period.

7+ Devclopment of Hindu religious and cultural institutions in

. Peninsular India under the Chalukyas and the Cholas.

8., The contributions of the Vijaysnagara period towards the conser=

vation and development of Hindu Culture.

9, The Institutions of the Temple and Monastic Centres (Iutto e
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10s Interaction with Islam: Revival of devotional theism; Tulsidas,
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Kabir, Nanak, Chaitanya

11e British Orientalism and Hindu Revivalist and refornm movements,

2e Hinduism in Sri Lenka: The de celopment of religious centres and
tion between Buddhism and Hinduism, The impact
of Christian Missionary enterprise, Arumuga Navaler and the Hindu

revivals Hindu Cultural Institutions.

HINDU CULTURE II (HCG 2) : Hindu Religious and Philosophic Thought:
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ethical ideas and igious and metephysical thought expounded in
the Upanisads. They have to be well acquainted with the principal
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tenets of the schools of the Vedants and the Saiva Siddhanta,
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The following themes will receive special attentionss
1. Upanisadic thought - the concents of Brahman and Atman and the
Theories of Kerma and tronsmigration; ideas of Creation,
phenomenal world and Reality.
2. Vedanta
1) Advaita: Brahma Sufra and the teachings of Sankara, modern
interpretations by Ramakrishna, Vivekanonda and Radhakrishnon,
2) Visistadvaita, The teachings of Ramenuja oad Sri Chaitanya.
3) Dvaita: Madhava Carya,
Saivite Tradition
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1)  Agomas end their teachings

2} Baivite religious and philosophical thought as expounded in

the Tirumentiram.

2). The conception of pasu, pati, basam, Arul and Vitu as
found in the Tevaram and Tiruvacakam,

L)  Saiva Siddhanta as expounded in the Sastras of Meykanda
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evar, Umapati Sivachariar and cthers: kashmir Saivism and .

aiva Siddhanta; Virasaivism,
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HINDU CULTURE III (HCG 3) History of Hindu Art and Architecture:
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The paper will consist of three parts as follows: (1) Architecture,
(2) Sculpiure and Iconography, (I’ Painting, demce ~nd music. Candidates
arce expected to be familier with the main trends in the development of
Buddhist Art ond Architecture and Islamic 4dnflucnces on Hindu Art .

The following themes shall receive special attention:



e Iemple Architecturc: Orizins of Temple Architecturc; Gupta

temples; The development of the Nagara Style and iis varietiess
the temples of Central India, the temples of Rajasthan and Gujarat.
The .development of the Deccouié  or Vesara Style under the Chalukyas,
Restrekutas and ﬁoys;las. The origins and development of the
Dravida' Style under the Pallavas, Cholas, Vijoymnagor and the Nayakas
of Madura, Hindu influcnces on the development of Architecture in

Sri Lankes,

2¢ Sculpturc and Iconograpy:

1) Mauryan and Sunga Art, the Schools of Mathura and Vengi,
Dovelopments in Sculpture under the Gupta and Pala dynasties,
Portrait Sculpture and ornamental motifs. Icons in stone and
rietals Chola and Vijayonagara bronzes, Boivite bronzes of
Sri Lanka.

e PRinting

1) * The religious and Social functicns of painting,

2) The paintings of Ajanta

3) - The mural paintings of Gondharwa art,

4) The paintings of Sittana Visal, Tirumayyam and Tenjore

5) Rajput paintings

6) The paintings of Mysorc

4.  Dance: The Natya sastra of Bharata, The classical dances of India,

The folk dances of India, Dance as a medium of religious expression=
thomes ,erricties and forms. The development of Donce forms and
the traditions of the Temple. The revivel of classical donece

forms and their modern cxpondnts.

S5 Instrunental music and vocal music associated with relizions worship.

General DO”TCO fixamination in Arts
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